Physical Science Force 

Course Text:


Physical Science by Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 1999 edition
Classroom Policies:

1.  Be respectful -  Respect yourself, other students, myself, and materials here.

2.  Be safe - Act appropriately given the price of equipment in this classroom.

3.  Be honest - As it is your knowledge to gain, you should turn in your own work.

4.  Cell phones and MP3 players - They should not be out of your bag, pocket, etc. unless they are needed for the course content AND you have permission from me.  1st offense – warning.  2nd offense – taken away until end of class.  3rd offense – taken until end of day and 5 min. detention.  4th offense – parents must retrieve it and referral.

5.  Food and drink - You may have food and drink with you in class as long as you clean up after yourself.  If I have to clean up after you, there will be no more food and drink.  
6.  Tardies – A tardy means you are not in your seat with materials out when the bell rings.  1st offense: verbal warning; 2nd offense: warning and possible call home; 3rd offense: communication with parent, student, and counselor; 4th offense: referral
Student Materials Needed for Class:
You should bring with you to class, each day, a notebook for science, a calculator, something to write with, your lab book, your assignment packet, and your book.  If you are needed to bring something else, you will get a couple days notice.
Curriculum:
The Physical Science Force curriculum is organized into five units as follows:

1.
The Scientific Method and the Metric System (Chapter 1 and 2)

2.
Describing Motion, Time, Distance, and Speed (Chapter 3)

3.
Acceleration and Forces (Chapter 4)

4.
Energy (Chapters 5)

5.
Engineering and Design (not included in book)

We will cover all units so we will be moving through material quickly and efficiently.

Personal Management
Behavior is no longer a factor in grading. Students’ behavior will be reported using the Personal Management standards in the Career Related Learning Standards.
Standard: Exhibit appropriate work ethic and behaviors in school, community, and workplace.
  1. Identify tasks that need to be done and initiate action to complete the tasks.  
  2. Plan, organize, and complete projects and assigned tasks on time, meeting agreed upon standards of quality.
  3. Take responsibility for decisions and actions and anticipate consequences of decisions and actions.  
  4. Maintain regular attendance and be on time. 
  5. Maintain appropriate interactions with colleagues.  
Grading Scale:
	A+
	99-100%
	B+
	89%
	C+
	79%
	D+
	69%
	F
	Below 60%

	A
	92-98%
	B
	82-88%
	C
	72-78%
	D
	62-68%
	
	

	A-
	90-91%
	B-
	80-81%
	C-
	70-71%
	D-
	60-61%
	
	


In response to HB 2220 Canby School District has moved to standards-based grading. For many students and parents this will be a new approach to reporting student academic progress.
Standards-based grading communicates how students are performing on a set of clearly defined learning targets called standards. The purpose of standards –based grading is to identify what a student knows, or is able to do, in relation to pre-established learning targets, as opposed to simply averaging grades/scores over the course of a grading period, which can mask what a student has learned, or not learned, in a specific course.
Standards-based report cards separate academic performance from work habits and behavior in order to provide parents a more accurate view of a student’s progress in both academic and behavioral areas. Variables such as effort, participation, timeliness, cooperation, attitude and attendance are reported separately, not as an indicator of a student’s academic performance.
Students are graded based on acquired knowledge of the Oregon Content Standards and/or Common Core State Standards. Students will be graded under two categories: formative (20% of total grade) and summative (80% of total grade) assessments. Formative assessments are used for learning. They let students, parents and teachers know how a student is progressing in his/her learning. Summative assessments are assessments of learning. They let students, parents and teachers know what a student has learned when instruction is over.
Testing Protocol:  
All Tests: No student-generated notes will be allowed on unit or final tests. (Please review the “academic honesty” section of the student handbook for possible consequences of cheating). Formulae and other information may be provided as is deemed necessary. Lab Quizzes and Homework Quizzes will be done using the relevant lab or homework packets if done during the regular class time set aside. For Retakes, prepared data may be provided in lieu of the students own collected lab data. 

Missed Tests: Any student with an excused absence on the day of a summative assessment can schedule a make up of that assessment on the following Wednesday from 2:50 – 3:50 in a rotating room in the science hall.
Retakes of Tests: Retakes will also be available during Wednesdays. Retakes must be scheduled with me ahead of time. In order to be eligible for a retake, all homework and labs from the unit must be completed. Retakes for a given unit test will not be scheduled once the subsequent unit test has been given. (i.e. the unit 2 test cannot be retaken once the unit 3 test has been given.
Help:
When working on homework and labs I encourage you to work together, however, you must turn in your own work.  If you are struggling with the coursework, get help from a peer or me as soon as possible. Daily attendance is crucial for your understanding of the material as well.  Physics is a subject that builds on itself (like a house) so you DON’T WANT TO GET BEHIND!  As I will be busy this term with coaching and the like, you may have to make an appointment to come in and see me.
I reserve the right to change this syllabus if necessary during the term.
